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From the beginning of the year 1914 preparations were being
made for sailing south, and the offices of the Imperial Trans-
Antarctic Expedition at 4 New Burlington Street were the centre of
activity, directed with all his old efficiency by Sir Ernest. On July
16th Queen Alexandra visited the Endurance in the Thames, pre-
senting Shackleton with a flag as well as Bibles for himself and the
crew. On Saturday, August i st, the ship was taken down the river
to Southend and on Sunday to Margate. The Navy Mobilization
Order on the eve of the Great War was issued on Monday the 3rd,
when Shackleton immediately mustered all hands and said that he
proposed, with their consent, to place ship, stores and personnel at
the disposal of the Admiralty. All agreed and the offer was tele-
graphed at once. Within an hour the order " Proceed" was
received, followed two hours later by a long and courteous tele-
gram from Mr. Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Admiralty, in
which Sir Ernest was thanked for his offer and told that the Govern-
ment desired the expedition, which had the support of the scientific
societies, to sail. The following day the King sent for Sk Ernest
and handed him the Union Jack with the assurance that the expedi-
tion might sail with His Majesty's approval and good wishes.
The Endurance set out on her voyage, calling at Plymouth and
Buenos Aires, with twenty-seven men on the ship, besides a stow-
away, when Shackleton and most of his scientific staff had joined
her in South America. Sk Ernest himself was Captain of the ship,
Frank Wild Second-in-Command and Lieutenant Worsley Sailing
Master. Buenos Aires was left on October 26th and South Georgia
reached on November jth, 1914. This island may have been dis-
covered by Amerigo Vespucci in 1502; it was definitely seen by
La Roche in 1675. The first charting was made by Captain Cook
in 1775 when it was formally declared British territory. The
island is 90 miles long by 20 miles wide and of a mountainous
character; one of its peaks, Mt. Paget, is 9,200 feet high.
Worsley said, on reaching here, that the trip began to be really
interesting, little dreaming that before returning home he and
Shackleton were fated to make some of the most thrilling pages of
geographical history on these wild mountains and glaciers*
A month was spent at Grytviken in final preparation for the
assault on the Weddell Sea ice, and the scientists made good use of
thek time by thek surveys, researches and collections. The wke-
Icss was then in its infancy and there was no station on the island,
though the Tzndttrcwce was fitted with a primitive receiving set; but